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Dear readers, 
 
Happy New Year!  As we enter 2026, I offer you a prayer written by Karen 
Rohrer for the Presbyterian Outlook: 
 
"As we look out on the horizons of a new year, it is hard to see your 
promise with fresh eyes. The memories we carry in our bodies, the patterns 
we know from the lives we have lived, and the stories we have told cloud 
our vision. We are weighed down by the fears of all the years, the old 
fables, the generational wounds, the trusty and cautious hopes that got us 
through this far. 
 
But God, you are not the slowly bending arc of history. You are not the past 
warmed up to meet us yet again in infinite and gently looping cycles. You 
are not likelihood and probability, plausible outcomes and logical 
conclusions. You do not come to us in the slow march of progress or the 
incremental degradation of structures and institutions. 
 
Your story is the deeper magic from before the drums of history, before our 
forming stories and earthen bodies set us here to walk this particular, 
human road — and yet you walk with us even here in this in-between 
space. 
 
As we look to a new year, we ask that you dispel the ghosts we conjure 
and fear. Meet us again with genuine newness. We are so tired of what has 
been, so afraid of what may come again. Stay with us as we wait for what 
will be. 
 
Spirit of new life, give us eyes to see what feels implausible. Grant us the 
hope and the diligence to follow the seeds of revolution and revelation 
already planted. Point us again to the surprise and delight of nature and 
neighbor. Reintroduce us to the people you have made and the 
communities to which you have called us. Grant us the presence and good 
sense to look up and out, to seek eyes that might meet our own and sun to 
touch our skin. Remind us that the past we 
drag with us does not govern your future, that the future you bring is 
broader and wider and newer than all we have ever known. 
 
As we look out on the horizon of a new year, give us the courage and trust 
to see you even there. Join us as we walk into your new morning."  Amen. 
 
 
 



CHILDREN'S SUNDAY SCHOOL 
There is NO Sunday School this Sunday, January 4, 2026.  Sunday School 
will resume on January 11th immediately following the doxology and will 
conclude at 11:15am. 

 

NEW MEMBERS 
If you know someone who is interested in learning about our church or 
becoming a member, invite them to join the New Members Committee this 
Sunday January 4th at 11:15 in the Parlor for conversation and coffee. 
 
 
THEOLOGY ON ZOOM  
New Book; Starts on Wednesday January 7th 

 
Our TOZ friends in faith have selected our next study 
book: The Tears of Things by New York Times 
bestselling author Richard Rohr. Richard Rohr is an 
internationally recognized Franciscan friar and teacher. 
He has authored many books on Christian theology, and 
he produces very popular podcasts, newsletters, and 
newsletters on Christian faith issues. 
If you are interested this study and would like to receive 
materials, please reach out to Robert Reilly 
robertfreilly.cpa@gmail.com 

 
 
TIME TO TAKE THE DECORATIONS DOWN! 
 
Happy New Year! 
The church looks beautiful for the holiday season, but 
all good things must come to an end. We will be 
taking down the Christmas decorations on January 
11, and we would greatly appreciate your help. 
If you are available to lend a hand, please join us. 
Many hands make light work! 
Please let me know @MrWalleye73@aol.com. Thanks as always! Chris 
Raaths.  Thank you for your time and support, and we look forward to 
seeing you there. 
 
 



 
PRAYER REQUESTS 
 
Please pray for Don Andler.  He recently had a setback that resulted in his 
being admitted to hospital and being given a transfusion. He is now back 
home.  Don appreciates all the prayers that PCB members and friends lift 
up on his behalf. 
 
Our deepest sympathies are extended to George & Elizabeth, Tanner & 
Carly, and George III Landes in the recent death of George’s mother.  
Please surround Grace and Katie Schomer with comfort as they grieve the 
loss of their grandma Judy and give Nicole strength and peace as she 
supports them. 
 
P. Denise Israel is having surgery for a Spine Stimulator implant device on 
January 2.  She asks that we pray for the doctors and medical staff who will 
perform this complicated procedure--to guide their hands and clear their 
thoughts for a safe procedure.   
 
Please send any prayer requests or updates to your assigned Deacon or to 
Nancy Currell at currellnancy@gmail.com or call 608-234-7314. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
STEWARDSHIP UPDATE – OF 12/29/2025 
 

 


