
 

FROM THE PASTOR’S DESK  

THE ADVENT WREATH 

In my neighborhood, many have already put up their Christmas decorations.  (Where did they find the 

time?)  Of course, some stores have had theirs up since Labor Day.  And we are especially appreciative 

of those who stayed after worship last Sunday and decorated the church.  But in the life of the church, 

these are not merely decorations.  They are representative symbols of our faith.   

 

One particular adornment that we interact with the most in the church is the Advent wreath – an ancient 

symbol of victory and glory.  It is a circle of evergreens that reminds us that God has neither beginning 

nor end (like the circle) and that God embodies life, just like an evergreen does in the midst of winter.     

 

Fastened to the wreath are four candles.  These candles represent the four weeks of Advent: hope, 

peace, joy, love.  Each Sunday one more candle is lit to indicate the growing light of the coming of 

Christ who shatters the darkness.  A fifth candle, the Christ candle, is lit Christmas Eve to demonstrate 

that in the glory of his birth he “is the light of the world.”  The progressive lighting of candles symbolizes 

the presence of the Spirit and the coming of the spiritual light of Christ into the world and anticipates 

the change in physical light which takes place at Christmastime (the days become progressively 

longer).     

 

Then there are the colors.  Traditionally, candles 1, 2, and 4 are blue or purple; candle 3 is pink or rose.  

In the ancient world purple dye was very expensive and could only be afforded by kings.  The 

blue/purple candles tell us that the one whose birth we are preparing to celebrate is our true King.  The 

rose candle reminds us that Advent is half over and Christmas is getting nearer and nearer.  Its lighter 

color is a symbolic anticipation of our joy when we celebrate the birth of Jesus.  (Now you know where 

the phrase “I’m tickled pink” came from.)   

 

The Advent wreath is made of evergreens, which are symbolic of life itself and, since they last through 

the winter, point to God’s gift of life which comes to us even when the world is dark and threatening.  



Many kinds of evergreens can be used when we make the wreaths at home.  Each has its own symbolic 

meaning: 

• Holly – its prickly leaves remind us of the Crown of Thorns; its red berries remind us of the blood 

Jesus shed upon the cross. 

• Ivy – has always been a symbol of joy and festivity. 

• Pine – the most common evergreen, as it rises to the sky points to Everlasting Life. 

• Laurel (Bay) – symbolizes victory and was used to crown victors of games or battles.   

• Cedar – because it is long lasting and aromatic, is symbolic of strength and healing. 

• Juniper – holly, and rosemary.  By legend, these plants provided shelter and help for Jesus, 

Mary, and Joseph when they fled from Bethlehem to Egypt.  The fragrance of rosemary, it has 

been said, began when Mary laid out the Infant Jesus’s clothes to dry on this plant.  The 

rosemary bush responded by perfuming the Christ Child’s clothing. 

 

As the years progressed, the symbols that we used to adorn our church home became the symbols 

with which we decorate our homes.   

 

So, this Christmas, with all the symbols and decorations that we use, the real question is, “How you are 

adorning your heart and your life?”   

 

Walking with you in the life of faith, 

Pastor David 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ADVENT WEEK ONE 

WEEK OF NOVEMBER 30TH 

 

Worship:  

We will light the first Advent Candle and Pastor David will be preaching on The 

Promise of Truth with a focus on the text of Jeremiah 33:14-16.    

Intergenerational Faith Formation: November 30th 

We will gather each Sunday immediately following worship for fellowship and 

learning.  This week we will focus on Luke 21: 25-36 and HOPE.  Let’s connect 

for 15 minutes over a tasty treat and good conversation. 

Special Gathering: November 30TH 

The OG Grinch and Pizza!   All are welcome to come together to kick off the 

season with pizza and a movie.  Doors open at 4:30pm and we begin dinner and 

the movie at 5:00pm.  This is a great event to invite your grandkids, 

nieces/nephews, cousins, neighbors …..you get the drift.  All ages and stages 

are welcome! 

Youth Group 

Let’s gather on December 6th for a luminary walk at 4:30pm and to bake cookies 

at 6:00.  You are welcome to join in one or all this fun evening.  We will meet at 

Veteran’s Acres in Crystal Lake to walk and then at Ridgefield-Crystal Lake 

Presbyterian Church to eat dinner and bake cookies.  The cookies will be 

donated to their cookie walk to benefit the church and their missions.  This is 

really a night of lights, fun and mission!  Let Raechel know if you are coming and 

if you need a ride.   

 

 



ADVENT WEEK TWO 

WEEK OF DECEMBER 7TH 

 

Worship:  

We will light the second candle of Advent and explore the Promise of 

Compassion with a focus on the text of Luke 1:68-79.  Communion will be 

served. 

Intergenerational Faith Formation: December 7th 

This week we will focus on PEACE and the Scripture of Luke 3: 1-6.  We will 

continue to create our Advent candles and decorate our tree.  The Gift of the 

Heart Store will be open as well.  Come, one and all to Fellowship Hall 

Special Gathering: December 7th 

Advent Dinner at 5PM in Fellowship Hall for All 

Dinner with a special guest and a reading of “‘Twas the Night Before Christmas”.  

Let’s fill the hall with Christmas Spirit. 

Mission Opportunity: 

Let’s go shopping!  That’s right, stay warm and cozy while you provide much 

needed supplies for Presbyterian Disaster Assistance and Church World 

Services.  Audrey Osunde will be in Fellowship Hall to offer you the opportunity 

to purchase Period Packs and Emergency Cleanup Buckets and supplies to be 

shared with those in need.  Natural disasters are a time of stress and heartache 

for many, but these supplies bring a sense of peace to those in need.  Cash and 

Checks accepted. 

 

 

 



ADVENT WEEK THREE 

WEEK OF DECEMBER 14TH 

 

Worship 

We will light the third candle of Advent and Pastor David will preach the Promise 

of Restoration with a focus on the text of Zephaniah 3:14-20 

Intergenerational Faith Formation: 

We will complete the third candle of Advent with a special focus on LOVE.  Our 

scripture focus is Luke 3:7-18.  Come, help us make a LOVE CHAIN to decorate 

the tree. 

Special Gathering:  

Come to hear Vox Madonna: Voices, Brass and Bells at 3PM.  Our Music on the 

Hill (MOTH) Christmas Joy Holiday Concert and Carol Sing is for all ages and 

wonderful community concert.  Nursery care is available for children under 4. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ADVENT WEEK FOUR 
WEEK OF DECEMBER 21st 

 

 

Worship 

We will light the fourth candle of Advent, and our message today will be the 

Christmas Story as told by YOU.  Our Christmas Pageant is for the whole church 

with the opportunity for us all to tell the story.  Will you be Mary, Joseph, a Wise 

Person or a Shepherd?  Maybe you will be a guest at the Inn and will provide 

your voice singing a carol or two.  This no fuss pageant has something for 

everyone. 

Intergenerational Faith Formation:  

Don’t miss the opportunity to make a luminary for our Longest Night Worship.  

We will complete the fourth candle and talk about Luke 1: 39-55 and what brings 

us JOY.  Help us bring a joyful light to those who experience grief this season. 

Special Gathering 

7:00pm Longest Night Worship for those experiencing grief and loss this holiday 

season.  Come, settle your hearts and find peace, love, hope and even joy as 

you reflect on your loved ones that have gone before us. 

Youth Group  

Our youth will gather at 3:30pm for our Big Birthday Bash!  Think Amazing 

Race/Scavenger Hunt/Car Rally all wrapped up in one package.  Our quest is to 

spread Christmas Joy to all we encounter.  Invite your friends and get ready to 

have a blast.  Let Raechel know you are coming and who you are bringing.  

*Mission component to the event.  Consider a $10 donation per youth 

 

  



 
 

Christmas Eve 
December 24  

The Promise of Justice 

 

Family Worship at 3:00pm 

We will gather to worship the birth of Jesus with a children forward worship.  Our 

story and even a milk and cookies communion will be presented with children in 

mind.  Please join us for this candlelight worship service for all families. 

 

Traditional Worship with Harp and Choir at 7:00pm 

The lights will be dimmed, the candles will be lit, communion will be served, and 

silent night will be sung.  Our choir is working hard to prepare to celebrate the 

newborn king.   

Sacrament of Holy Baptism   

Sunday December 28th Alice Mary Johnson, daughter of Eric & Courtney Johnson 

 

DECEMBER BIRTHDAY’S  

Bill Nelson 1  Rachelle Watkins 8 

Alice Mae Reaume 1  Ray Klear 9 

Dorothy Johnson 2  Emily Bogue 10 

Lauren Carder 5  Courtney Johnson 11 

Beatrice Ellis 5  Pam Anderson 12 

Jack Rennels 5  David Asper 12 

Reed Bower 8  Dawn Gordon 13 

Michael Smith 8  Sonya Miller 13 

Rachelle Watkins 8  Ed John 17 

Ray Klear 9  Aron VanCleave 18 

Emily Bogue 10  Bob Dick 19 

Courtney Johnson 11  Dawson Helminiak 24 

Pam Anderson 12  Nicole Schomer 24 

David Asper 12  Laura Semmen 29 

Dawn Gordon 13  Emilie Clover 30 
 



STEWARDSHIP CAMPAIGN 

The 2026 Stewardship Campaign - Our Never-Ending Story is 
underway. Together all of our pledges write the exciting next PCB 
chapter! With generous and increased support, PCB can make the 
ambitious 2026 budget a reality. Thank you for considering your 
2026 commitment and returning your pledge card by December 1, 
2025.  An alphabetical list of those who pledge (without any 
amounts) will be shared after that date. If any pledger prefers to be 

identified as "anonymous", please contact Patti Fugle at the office 
at patti@pcbarrington.org by December 1 or mark your pledge card accordingly.  

 

Church Pictorial Directory 
 

In mid-November, all members should have received a 
mailing related to a PCB pictorial directory update.  It 
included printouts for all adult members of information 
currently in the church system, and it asked all to submit a 
recent photo and confirm that their contact information is 
correct.  The Board of Deacons is helping coordinate this 
for PCB.  The letter provided several options for submitting the pictures and any 
updated information.  Even if everything is already complete and correct, 
members are asked to contact their Deacon confirming this. If you did not receive 
this letter, please contact Deacon co-Moderator Bob Stine 
at robert.stine@hotmail.com or 773-575-5200. 
 
Thanks in advance for your help with this.  The Directory will be the first in a 
Decade and will serve as a good community-building resource for us all. 

 

 

Sunday Flowers Donation & Dedication 

Please consider making a contribution towards the flowers which 

beautify our sanctuary each week and are taken by the Deacons 

after worship to members who need a little flower sunshine. 

 

Contact Amy Carder at 847-302-7681 

or mccarder@comcast.net for the Sunday of your choice, along 

with your dedication. Donation fee is $40. 

Sundays in December are available!  

 

mailto:patti@pcbarrington.org
mailto:robert.stine@hotmail.com
mailto:mccarder@comcast.net


Liturgists 

The Liturgist is an important part of our Sunday worship service. This person is 

one who is comfortable reading scripture and assisting in other parts of the 

worship service for that day. Taking part as our Liturgist on Sunday morning is 

rewarding for both you and our congregation.  Pastor David will advise you of 

your part in the service sometime the week before. You may always contact him 

if you need explanations or assistance and is always available to answer any 

questions.  ‘All ages are invited to participate in our Sunday service. We 

especially invite any of our Middle or High school youth to experience 

being a Liturgist.’  

New Contact Julia Monie by phone or text at (847) 323-0064 Email 

jcm28@sbcglobal.net 

 

The following dates are currently available: 

 January 4,18 and 25     February 1, 8, 15 and 22 

 

MUSIC ON THE HILL (MOTH) PRESENTS  
Holiday Joy! Holiday Concert and Carol Sing 

Join us to celebrate the holiday with this joyful 
program of carols, which will include voices, 
brass, and bells, featuring the professional vocal 
quartet, Vox Madonna. In addition to 
performances and readings, the audience will 
also be invited to join in singing familiar carols. 
Following the program, a Christmas cookie 
reception will take place in Fellowship Hall.  
 
Sunday, December 14, 2025, 3:00 PM, followed 
by reception at 4:00 PM.  Childcare (ages 4 and 
under) is available from 2:30-4:30 PM. FREE 

 

 
    

 



FELLOWSHIP 

Men’s Fellowship 

The Men's Fellowship will not meet this month. 

Women’s Fellowship 

Ladies Night meets monthly.  Email Cindy Zichal zichalc@sbcglobal.net for 

details on where we meet each month and to RSVP. 

Hospitality Hosts for December 

           December 7      Stewardship  December 21    Deacons  

           December 14    Stephen Ministries December 28    Men’s Fellowship   
Dunkin Donuts has moved, they are now located at  
306 w Northwest Hwy Barrington, IL 60010 

 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 

Men’s Bible Study 

Meets Fridays at 8-9 AM via Zoom. Men’s Bible study continues with the book, 

The Tears of Things by Richard Rohr.  How do we live compassionately in a time 

of violence and despair? What can we do with our private disappointments and 

the anger we feel in such an unjust world? In his most personal book yet, Richard 

Rohr turns to the writings of the Jewish prophets, revealing how some of the 

lesser- read books of the Bible offer us a crucial path forward today. Drawing on 

a century of biblical scholarship, The Tears of Things breathes new life into 

ancient wisdom, paving a path of enlightenment for anyone seeking a way of 

compassionate living in a hurting world. For more information email 

curtmoore1942@gmail.com. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:zichalc@sbcglobal.net
mailto:curtmoore1942@gmail.com


ADULT ED 

Online Advent Bible Study Opportunity 
 

Looking for an advent Bible study to help you 
prepare for the season? All are welcome to 
participate in "The Anticipation and Arrival of 
Jesus in Luke 1 and 2" via Zoom on 
December 4, 11, and 18 | at 6:30 pm. Join the 
Rev. Dr. Allen Hilton for a three-week 
engagement of The Gospel of Luke that 

includes angel visits, the enthusiastic response of faithful women, the lowly 
circumstances of the birth, and the earliest days of the incarnation. This gospel 
trumpets the significance and shape of God’s appearing among us in Bethlehem. 
Cost is $10. Here is the link to register: The Anticipation and Arrival of Jesus in 
Luke 1 and 2 | Yale Bible Study 

 

 

Our GTIF women's Bible study will take the month of 

December off and resume on January 20 at 7:00 pm via 

Zoom. All women of the church and friends are welcome to 

attend. For more information please 

email: jfminner@gmail.com. 

2026 Women’s Spiritual Retreat 

Save the Dates!   
All women are invited and encouraged to consider participating in Sustaining 
Stillness: An Introduction to Contemplative Spiritual Practices, led by Rev. Nancy 
Dolan.  This will be a five-week experience for those who would like to explore 
the spiritual gifts of ancient contemplative practices. Dates: Saturday, Feb 28, 
9am-3pm + Tuesdays, March: 3, 10, 17, 24, 1-2:30 pm. All in-person, at the 
church.  Watch for more details and registration information in the January 
Carillon!  Questions? Please contact Jill Minner, jfminner@gmail.com 

 

CHURCH FINANCIALS 
       

 Snapshot through November 23, 2025 (unaudited) 

         
        Actual Budget Receipts:   $557,736 
         Actual Expenditures:   $577,836 

https://yalebiblestudy.org/event/luke-1-and-2/
https://yalebiblestudy.org/event/luke-1-and-2/
mailto:jfminner@gmail.com
mailto:jfminner@gmail.com


 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

    
 

   

 1 2 

9 am 
Staff Meeting 
 
4:45pm Stephen Minster 
Training 

3 

Christopher 
House Gifts 
Due 

7 pm 
Theology on 
Zoom 

4 

1:30 pm 
Worship Planning 
4 pm Worship 

Committee 
6:00pm Bell Choir 
7:00pm Choir 

 

 

5 

8 am Men’s 

Bible Study 

 

6 

8 am AA 

 
4:30 Luminary Walk & 
Cookie Baking 
 
Chirstopher House gifts 
delivered 
 

7 
10 am  2nd Sunday of 

Advent 
11:15 am Faith 
Formation for All 

  11am -1pm 
Pictures 
4pm-8pm Pictures 
5om Advent Dinner 

 

8 

6 pm Personnel 

Committee 

 

6pm Mission 
Committee 

 

9 

 

 

10 

7 pm 
Theology on Zoom 

11 
1:30 pm 
Worship Planning 
6pmFinance/ 
Stewardship 
6:00pm Bell Choir 
7:00pm Choir 
7pm  Stephen Minster 
Continuing Ed 
 

 

12 

8 am Men’s 

Bible Study 

13 

8 am AA 

 
8:30am  Habitat For 
Humanity 

 

14 
10 am 3rd Sunday of 

Advent 
11:15 am Faith 
Formation for All  
11:15 am 
Deacons Meeting 
3pm MOTH – 
Christmas Joy 
4pm MOTH 
Reception 

15 

6 pm New 

Members 
Committee 

 

7pm Session 

16 

9 am 
Staff Meeting 
 

17 

7 pm 
Theology on Zoom 

18 

1:30 pm Staff 

Worship 
Planning 
 
6 pm Bell Choir 
7 pm Choir 
 

19 

8 am Men’s 

Bible Study 

20 

8 am AA 

 
8:30am  Habitat For 
Humanity 
 
 

21 

10 am 4th Sunday of 

Advent 

11:15 am Faith 
Formation for All 

3:30pmYG B-Day 
Bash 

7pm Longest 
Night/Blue X-mas 
Service 

 

22 

 

23 24 

3pm Christmas Eve 
Service 

 

7pm Christmas Eve 
Service 

25 

Christmas Day 
Office Closed 

 

 

26 

Office Closed 

27 

8 am AA 

 

28 

10 am Worship  

10 am Baptism  

29
 

30 31    

  Link to the online 
Calendar for current 
updates 

  

December 2025 

https://www.pcbarrington.org/calendar/
https://www.pcbarrington.org/calendar/

