PCB CONNECTIONS « November 14, 2025

From the Pastor’s Desk
Learning To Pivot

Janet and | had planned to go to Africa for a photo safari in the Serengeti (Tanzania)
and then gorilla trekking in Volcanoes National Park (Rwanda). It was one of those trips
of a lifetime. However, it did not occur. Protests, violence, and hundreds upon
hundreds of deaths resulting from the civil unrest that occurred in the aftermath of an
election in Tanzania necessitated a change in our travel plans. The texts and emails
from our group, who were in a variety of locations began pouring in while Janet and |
were at the airport discussing the circumstances. Monitoring the situation was difficult
as information from Tanzania was being restricted. What little we could garner was
learned from the BBC and the India Times, and their updates were not

encouraging. Janet and | were literally standing in line minutes away from boarding our
plane when the group collectively decided to cancel the trip.

Now that our original goal was upended, Janet and | ascertained how best to continue
our vacation time. We decided to visit friends in Colonial Williamsburg (Virginia) and
then travel on to the beach in LA (short for Lower Alabama) to visit others (and get
some fresh seafood).

We decided to pivot, to make alternate plans. Had we boarded, we would have been
stuck in Addis Ababa (Ethiopia) for our destination airport (Kilimanjaro), and others in
Tanzania, closed later on that evening. (Whew!)

To pivot is to change direction: to make a major adjustment or modification to a strategy
or plan. And circumstances in our world, and even in our own local communities, have
taught us that this is now an everyday reality. But it is a lot easier to do so when you
anticipate that changes can occur. That is what we are trying to do at PCB. Your
willingness to do so and your support in the process has been especially

appreciated. Thank you. (And there is a special place in heaven for you.)

Many of you encouraged us to bring back some great stories from our trip. Well, we
almost did. Maybe next time.

Pastor David



LIFE OF THE CHURCH
PRAYER REQUESTS

Prayers of joy for the safe arrival on November 5 of Alice Mary Johnson, daughter of
Courtney and Erik Johnson. Alice has a big brother, Henry (3), and is the
granddaughter of Jill and Don Minner.

Please pray for the daughter of Janet Jones, a former member who now lives in
California. Janet's daughter, Jerri, has been diagnosed with a recurrence of

cancer. They would appreciate all of our prayers.

Please pray for the extended family, adopted families, and friends of LaVerne Sams as
they mourn her loss. Their support at LaVerne's funeral on Saturday, November 8,
showed how much she was loved and will be missed.

Please send any prayer requests or updates to your assigned Deacon or to Nancy
Currell at currellnancy@gmail.com or call 608-234-7314.

YOUTH RETREAT AT STRONGHOLD

This past weekend 120 youth and leaders from lowa and lllinois gathered at Stronghold
Camp in Oregon, IL. We explored the
theme Grounded and Set and learned what
it means to belong, have integrity and
wisdom, to discern what is right and to be
present. On Saturday we participated in a
Power Hour of Service. In one hour, we
tackled the grounds of Stronghold by
cutting back the honeysuckle and raking;
lots of raking. It is amazing that 120 hours
of work was
accomplished
in just 60
minutes. It was incredible! The rain didn’t stop us from
participating in an Amazing Race or playing games in the
castle and the snow didn’t stop us from worshiping. The first
snow of 2025 seen from a castle is spectacular. | highly
recommend it! Want to learn more about the weekend? Ask
Grace or Katie Schomer and Josie Baker all about it.




GET INVOLVED

R

Saturday | Sunday | Monday | Tuesday | Wednesday | Thursday | Friday
11/15 11/16 11/17 11/18 11/19 11/20 11/21

10am- 1:30pm CE 9am Staff 7pm-Theology on | 1:30pm- 8am-
8:30am AA Worship Advent Prep | Meeting Zoom Worship Men’'s
Meeting Planning Bible
8:30am 11:15am- 6pm New 4:45pm SM Study
Habitat for Education Members Training 6pm Men's
Humanity Time Committee Fellowship

7pm GTIF
11:15am- Bible Study 6pm-Bell
Deacons (Zoom) Choir
7pm-Choir

12pm CE

Advent 7pm SM Cont.

Prep Ed

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING

The Session has called a congregational meeting for Sunday, November 23rd, following
the morning worship service. The purpose of the meeting is to act on the
recommendations of the Nominating Committee, dissolving the Board of Trustees, and
changes to the By-Laws. Check your email as that information is being emailed to you.

ADULT ED

Adult Education on Sunday Nov. 16 at 11:15 am —

"Joy to the World: A History of Carols" led by Dr. Kirsten

Hedegaard. Grab a cup of coffee and gather in the parlor for a

fascinating lecture led by our PCB Music Director. rO T 6 (/JOY’

MEN’S FELLOWSHIP

The Men’s Fellowship will meet at Makray Golf Club on Thursday, November 20, at 6:30

pm. Please RSVP to Tom Long at tomclong@yahoo.com by noon on the day of the
meeting.



mailto:tomclong@yahoo.com

Mission Opportunity
CHRISTOPHER HOUSE FAMILY TO FAMILY GIVING

A wonderful tradition at PCB is the Family to Family program
supporting Christopher House. The Christopher House Family to
Family (Adopt a Family) program is a wonderful opportunity to help

H provide gifts to families who are participants in the Christopher House
program. If you are unfamiliar with Christopher House, please read
their Mission Statement below or visit https://christopherhouse.org/ .

The Christopher House Mission:

Christopher House is a family of schools that helps children and families succeed in
school, the workplace, and life. Our family of schools provide a continuum of education,
from birth through the eighth grade, paired with immersive support for the whole family.

If you would like to Adopt a family, the Mission Committee will be in Fellowship Hall after
church starting this Sunday, November 9th through November 30th. All gifts/gift cards
should be brought to PCB no later than December 3rd so that we can plan accordingly
for the drop-off on December 6th.

If you cannot make it to church but would like a family, please contact Jodie Harmsen —
Jodie.harmsen@gmail.com or 920-562-0126 and the details will be emailed to you.

We have 12 families ranging in size from 2 persons to 5 plus persons. You can adopt a
family yourself or team up with others to provide gifts for a family/individual.
Family to Family Giving (From Christopher House).

All purchased items should be new, wrapped, and fit into one large bag. Please make
sure that gifts are clearly labeled with your family’s unique code. For the health and
safety of Christopher House families, we are unable to accept any used items. We
encourage donors to purchase gift cards in lieu of wrapped gifts to support dignity of
choice for our families. To receive an in-kind donation acknowledgment letter:
https://christopherhouse.org/family-to-family-in-kind-donation-form/



https://christopherhouse.org/family-to-family-in-kind-donation-form/

CHRISTMAS IS COMING

You are Needed to Adorn our Sanctuary for the Season

00000000000 Time to Deck the Halls! Sunday November 23rd, immediately
after Worship, we will be decorating the Church for the
Advent/Christmas Season. We need volunteers to help bring
up supplies from the basement, help put up all the trees and
wreaths, and decorate the rest of the Church. We look forward
to the fun and fellowship this annual activity involves. If you can
help, please email Chris Raaths at Mr\Walleye73@aol.com.

| Fun For All-Advent Movie Night at PCB!

‘: On November 30 at 4:30pm* we will gather for the OG

~  “How the Grinch Stole Christmas”. This all ages
gathering is the start of our Advent Series and a great

. way to settle our hearts and minds for the season.

- Come together for pizza, tree decorating, and of course,
the movie! Invite your friends, family, and anyone you
““= think may need a little Christmas Spirit and join the fun.

*We will conclude by 6:00pm

m\‘\w! Connection items need to be received by Tuesday at noon.
Carillon items for December need to be in by Tuesday Nov. 18.
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