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Vision Statement
We are a compassionate community 
of faith, following the teachings of 
Jesus Christ, affirming His grace, 
sharing God’s love, and serving all 
those in need.

Summer Music
During the summer months at PCB we are excited to include a variety of music 
leaders for worship at 10 am on Sundays. 

AUGUST
Martha Boling-Risser and Megan Risser, Voice – August 3rd 

Vocal Quartet – August 10th 

All You Need Is Love: Beatles and Beyond – August 17th 

Jazz Sunday: Andrew Luzwick and Guests – August 24th 

Summer Choir: SATB – August 31st 

Family Fest
Volunteer to help or visit the PCB booth at the Barrington Chamber of 
Commerce’s  Family Fest on Saturday, August 16th.

Outdoor Worship
This summer PCB is worshipping outdoors on the third Sunday of the month. 
Remember to bring your lawn chairs or 
blankets on August 17th. 

Blessing of the Backpacks  
(& Briefcases)
ALL Students, Teachers, and School  
Support Staff will be blessed during  
outdoor worship on August 17th. Invite  
your friends and family, ice cream for all!

MOTH
Music on the Hill annual concert series 
begins October 4th. All events are free 
and open to the public. Mark your 
calendars.
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From the Pastor’s Desk
ENLIGHTENED PERSPECTIVE
If you take the time to read these, you will come away with an enlightened perspective. The subjects covered affect us all on a daily 
basis! They are written by Andy Rooney, a man who had the gift of saying so much with so few words. Enjoy.

I’ve learned.... That the best classroom in the world is at the feet of an elderly person.

I’ve learned.... That when you’re in love, it shows.

I’ve learned.... That just one person saying to me, “You’ve made my day!” makes my day.

I’ve learned.... That having a child fall asleep in your arms is one of the most peaceful feelings in the world.

I’ve learned.... That being kind is more important than being right.

I’ve learned.... That you should never say no to a gift from a child.

I’ve learned.... That I can always pray for someone when I don’t have the strength to help him in some other way.

I’ve learned.... That no matter how serious your life requires you to be, everyone needs a friend to act goofy with.

I’ve learned.... That sometimes all a person needs is a hand to hold and a heart to understand.

I’ve learned.... That simple walks with my father around the block on summer nights when I was a child did wonders for me as an adult.

I’ve learned.... That life is like a roll of toilet paper. The closer it gets to the end, the faster it goes.

I’ve learned.... That we should be glad God doesn’t give us everything we ask for.

I’ve learned.... That money doesn’t buy class.

I’ve learned.... That it’s those small daily happenings that make life so spectacular.

I’ve learned.... That under everyone’s hard shell is someone who wants to be appreciated and loved.

I’ve learned.... That the Lord didn’t do it all in one day. What makes me think I can?

I’ve learned.... That to ignore the facts does not change the facts.

I’ve learned.... That when you plan to get even with someone, you are only letting that person continue to hurt you.

I’ve learned.... That love, not time, heals all wounds.

I’ve learned.... That the easiest way for me to grow as a person is to surround myself with people smarter than I am.

I’ve learned.... That everyone you meet deserves to be greeted with a smile.

I’ve learned.... That there’s nothing sweeter than sleeping with your babies and feeling their breath on your cheeks.

I’ve learned.... That no one is perfect until you fall in love with them.

I’ve learned.... That life is tough, but I’m tougher.

I’ve learned.... That opportunities are never lost; someone will take the ones you miss.

I’ve learned.... That when you harbor bitterness, happiness will dock elsewhere.

I’ve learned.... That I wish I could have told my Dad that I love him one more time before he passed away.

I’ve learned.... That one should keep his words both soft and tender, because tomorrow he may have to eat them.

I’ve learned.... That a smile is an inexpensive way to improve your looks.

I’ve learned.... That I can’t choose how I feel, but I can choose what I do about it.			   continued on next page...
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Sunday Liturgists
Taking part in Sunday worship is rewarding for both you and others in our 
congregation. Pastor David will advise you of your part in the service sometime the 
week before so you can be prepared. You may always contact him if you need some 
instructions. 

‘All ages are invited to participate in our Sunday service. We especially invite 
any of our Middle or High school youth to experience being a Liturgist’

Check the available dates and see what might fit in with your schedule. Thank you 
in advance for your willingness to participate.

Available dates are:	 October 5  
	 November 2, 9,16, 23, and 30 
	 December 7, 14, 21, and 28

Contact Linda  847-204-0152 or  lneton@ymail.com

2

Sunday Worship

Sunday Flowers
If you would like to dedicate flowers for Sunday worship please make a donation 
of $40 to help cover the cost of the flowers. Make out your check to PCB with 
Chancel Guild noted on the memo line and place in the offering plate or mail to 
the church. All flowers are taken by the Deacons after worship to members who 
need a little flower sunshine. 
Contact Amy Carder at mccarder@comcast.net with the Sunday of your choice, 
along with your dedication Thank You!

Summer Outdoor Worship
The Worship Committee invites you to bring your lawn chairs or blankets and 
your coffee for outdoor worship on the 3rd Sundays of Summer. On August 17th 
and September 14th, we’ll gather for our Sunday morning worship on the lawn 
and sing and have fun as we worship together. Who knows, maybe our worship 
will encounter the Beatles or even Elvis.

Hospitality Schedule

DATE COMMITTEE LEADER

8/3 Deacons Bob Stine/
Emily Dowell

8/10 Mens Fellowship Tom Long

8/17 Trustees Ron Furst/
Linda Neton

8/24 Hospitality & 
Fellowship

Gil Semmen

8/31 Children/Youth Jodie Harmsen

9/7 Communication 
Outreach

Heather Layne

9/14 Personnel Robert Reilly

9/21 Mission Jodie Harmsen

9/28 Stewardship Rich Barbour

August & September 2025

I’ve learned.... That when your newly born grandchild holds your little finger in his little fist, that you’re hooked for life.

I’ve learned.... That everyone wants to live on top of the mountain, but all the happiness and growth occurs while you’re 
climbing it.

I’ve learned.... That it is best to give advice in only two circumstances; when it is requested and when it is a life-threatening situation.

I’ve learned.... That the less time I have to work with, the more things I get done.

Walking with you in the life of faith.

­– Pastor David  

From the Pastor’s Desk continued

mailto:lneton%40ymail.com?subject=
mailto:mccarder%40comcast.net?subject=
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Christian Education Team
Children, Youth, and Family Ministry
“Let the little children come to me and do not hinder them, 
for the kingdom of God belongs to such as these”  
-Luke 18:16

As we develop our faith formation practices for the coming 
church year (kick off Sunday is September 14th) we continue 
to focus on ways to move towards a more intergenerational 
church that is hospitable to all. Dana Kennamer Hood writes 
“Children do not passively absorb information about God.” 
They are actively making meaning about God, themselves, 
and their community through their participation within the 
faith community. Thus, a child’s experience, exploration, and 
environment are vital avenues for spiritual transformation 
and meaning-making.

What impression does the church leave on children? What 
welcome do they encounter when they are in church? How 
are they accepted and encouraged? Are they coached and 
instructed, or pushed to the side?

What children experience within the church and the 
Christian family greatly impacts their understanding of God 
and the growth of their faith. As an 18- year- old explains in 
the book Growing With, “The adults in my life didn’t tell me 
what to believe but how to believe.” Children are watching 
and learning more than we realize. As children journey 
with us in the worshipping community, they observe what 
faith practices we engage in, what we focus on, and how 
we behave. Children make meaning through the questions 
they ask and the guidance they are given. Implicity, children 
make meaning by observing and copying the behaviour of 
the adults around them. Meaning-making is a collaborative 
process between children and adults.

Experiences are not the only factors that influence a child’s 
spiritual meaning-making. “For children, the shared 
meanings of corporate worship need to be experienced and 
explored within the context of worship. This is not just a 
cognitive act. It is also requires a physical exploration. If 
guided in their exploration, children’s sense of space helps 
them feel that they belong. 

A child’s environment also matters for their spiritual 
meaning making. Simply put, children need space to learn, 
gentle instruction and hospitality. As Robbie Castleman 
observes in her book Parenting in the Pew, “When children 
are trained to worship, when they are helped to develop as 

spiritually attuned people, they can begin to encounter God 
in powerful ways.”

We want the church to be a hospitable and authentic 
environment where people are welcomed as they are. This 
means we extend hospitality to all children, so parents need 
not feel embarrassed by their energy-filled child, and we 
also create space for the child’s energy to be expended in 
meaningful ways during the sermon.

Hospitality also includes the ways we view children and their 
contributions to the community: 

• Do we allow children to be themselves or expect them to 
be mini adults?

• Do we incorporate them into the worshipping community, 
or expect them to sit and behave?

• Do we only see children as performers? A child’s comment 
or outburst during the Time with Young Disciples often 
comes from an authentic expression of their faith.  Do we 
belittle this expression by laughing or clapping? If so, what 
does this communicate to children?

Bottomline, the environment the church creates and in 
which children engage either draws them closer to God or 
pushes them farther away.

“What does it mean for us, as a family of God, to honor the 
children in our family as full image bearers of Jesus Christ? 
Our hope is that this congregation will explore, experience, 
and embrace children as full participants within the 
worshipping community.

 

This coming year our ALL AGES Education Hour 
will be a continuation of our worship time. It will 
be a time for both adults and children to deepen 
their faith while connecting to the PCB community 
(fellowship and learning). For children it will look 
and feel different from traditional Sunday School. 
It will involve movement, exploration, service, 
projects, song and more. Most importantly it 
will mean, they will be part of the worshipping 
community for all of worship. Stay tuned for more 
information! 
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Parents with Children
Christian Education  
Children/Youth/Family 
Ministry Team
Debra Johnson

Jodie Harmsen     

Nikki Baker	

Bill Schaeffer     

Aron VanCleve 

Blessing of the Backpacks (& Briefcases)
Blessing of the Backpacks and Briefcases is August 17th! If you go to school or 
work in a school make plans to worship with us on August 17th. It is an outdoor 
worship day and we will also enjoy an ice cream treat afterwards. 

Parents with children 4 years-5th 
grade are encouraged to attend an 
informational session on August 24th 
immediately following worship. We will 
gather in the parlor to discuss plans for 
the upcoming year and to explore ways 
you can be involved.  

We will also be asking the questions: 

• How can PCB better serve you and 
your family? 

• What can we do to help with your at 
home faith formation?

Blessing of the Backpacks 
(& Briefcases)

ALL Students, Teachers & School
Support Staff will be blessed during

worship on August 17th

Invite your friends and
family .....outdoor

worship, school year
blessing and ice cream!!!
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Theology on Zoom
Join our TOZ friends in faith discussions on Wednesdays at 7 pm for our study of 
the book Beyond: How Humankind Thinks about Heaven by Catherine Wolff. For 
more information, contact Robert Reilly at robertfreilly.cpa@gmail.com.

GTIF
Our GTIF (growing together in faith) monthly women’s Bible study will 
resume on Tuesday, Sept. 16 at 7:00 pm via Zoom. The group will be discussing 
the book “Mostly What God Does... reflections on seeking and finding His love 
everywhere,” by Savannah Guthrie. For more information contact Jill Minner at:  
jfminner@gmail.com. 

Men’s Bible Study
Meets Fridays at 8-9 AM via Zoom. Men’s Bible study continues with the book, 
The Tears of Things by Richard Rohr, How do we live compassionately in a time 
of violence and despair? What can we do with our private disappointments and 
the anger we feel in such an unjust world? In his most personal book yet, Richard 
Rohr turns to the writings of the Jewish prophets, revealing how some of the lesser-
read books of the Bible offer us a crucial path forward today. Drawing on a century 
of biblical scholarship, The Tears of Things breathes new life into ancient wisdom, 
paving a path of enlightenment for anyone seeking a way of compassionate living in 
a hurting world. For more information email curtmoore1942@gmail.com.

Adult Education

Fellowship
Men’s Fellowship
The Men’s Fellowship will meet at 6:30 
pm on Thursday, August 21 at the 
home of Bob Dick. Please RSVP to 
Tom Long by Monday, August 18.  
tomclong@yahoo.com

Women’s Fellowship
Ladies Night meets monthly. Email Cindy Zichal zichalc@sbcglobal.net for details 
on where we meet each month and to RSVP.

Great meal with great women, last month at Biaggi’s! 

Clockwise from left: Anna Armstrong, Patrice Miller, Wendy Storozuk, Audrey 
Helminiak, Wendy Burdick, Cindy Zichal, Mari Franklin, Jenna Lee, Lillian Lahr

mailto:robertfreilly.cpa%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:jfminner%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:tomclong%40yahoo.com%20?subject=
mailto:zichalc%40sbcglobal.net?subject=
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Music
PCB Summer Music
During the summer months at PCB 
we are excited to include a variety of 
music leaders for worship. From PCB 
volunteers to guest musicians and 
classical to jazz, we look forward to 
enlivening worship with spirit-filled 
music making.

August 3 Martha Boling-Risser and Megan Risser, Voice

August 10 Vocal Quartet

August 17 All You Need Is Love: Beatles and Beyond 
With guest musician, Charles Kim

August 24 Jazz Sunday: Andrew Luzwick and Guests

August 31 Summer Choir: SATB

Music on the Hill Concert Series
Director of Music, Dr. Kirsten Hedegaard has organized an exciting series of free 
MOTH concerts for 2025-2026. New this season are two afternoon performances.

MOTH 2025-2026
All concerts are free and open to the public.

Petra Sings- Andy Swings
Great American Songbook
Petra van Nuis and Andy Brown: Jazz 
Voice and Guitar
Saturday, October 4, 7:00 PM
Community dinner at 5:30

Christmas Joy!
Holiday Concert and Carol Sing
Vox Madonna: Voices, Brass, and Bells
Sunday, December 14, 3:00 PM

Mardi Gras Celebration
Classical, Jazz, and more
Caught Steelin’: Steel Pan Ensemble
Saturday, February 7, 7:00 PM
Community dinner at 5:30

Illuminate the World! 
Illuminare by Elaine Hagenberg
PCB Choir and Orchestra: Music of 
Elaine Hagenberg
Sunday, April 26, 3:00 PM Concert

New Takes on Old Tunes
Bluegrass, Folk, Country
Milkman’s Kids
Saturday, June 27, 7:00 PM
Outdoor concert with food truck
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Family Fest
Represent The Presbyterian Church of Barrington  
at our Community Booth 
Meet your neighbors, play games, and invite everyone to come to our church concerts, picnics, and worship services, all under 
the shade of our booth!  

Sign up to help at the sign up table in 
Fellowship Hall:

•	 Decorate and pack goodie bags on 
Sunday August 10th after worship

•	 Booth set up from 11:30 am – Noon

•	 One hour PCB Booth Rep shifts 
from noon to 4 pm �

•	 Half hour Booth Tear Down shift 
from 4 to 4:30 pm

Represent PCB with 
your Pet in the First 
Annual Pet Parade  
at 2 pm!
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New Church Members
New Member Committee
Anna Armstrong
Julie Steffen
Susan Thiess
Rey Fuerte
Steve Alton
Maggie Bogue
Ginger Glanz  

New Members Committee
The new member committee has recently taken on the task of scheduling greeters 
for Sunday worship services. We like to have greeters at the SE entrance by the 
coat rack and at the Courtyard doors. Deacons, new member committee members, 
and other volunteers take turns greeting members and guests as they arrive. If you 
would like to volunteer to help with this important outreach, please email Anna 
Armstrong (annarmstr@gmail.com) It is a wonderful way to get to know others 
better. I schedule two months at a time and unless you indicate otherwise, you will 
be scheduled one Sunday during those two months, and you choose the Sunday that 
works for you. I am very flexible in the scheduling.

Welcome to our Newest Member...
This month we welcome Wendy Burdick to our PCB family. Please meet, greet, and 
welcome her warmly. Here is a brief introduction to our newest member.

My name is Wendy Burdick. I’ve lived in Illinois my whole life.  I grew up in 
Wilmette and went to Illinois State. I work for a Company in Naperville that makes 
SKIL tools which keeps me busy. I had a brother who passed many years ago and 
one sister. I have 4 nephews and 2 great nephews (9 and 6). They are the best! They 
all live out of state. I love to bowl, meet friends, go to neighborhood fests and craft 
shows. I have one cat, Midnight who is my snuggle buddy.

New Member Information
Sunday, August 17th in the Parlor after Worship

Stephen Ministry
Did you know that Stephen Ministry is open to anyone 
in our community? They do not have to be a member of a 
church, nor do they have to be believers. Stephen Ministry 
is a non-judgmental presence available to anyone who may 
be struggling with grief, job loss, illness, loneliness, divorce, 
caregiving, or any other of life’s challenges. It is simply 
a compassionate, confidential, listening presence while 
someone works through the difficulties and changes that 
these challenges bring. Keep Stephen Ministry in mind, 
not only for yourself, but neighbors, colleagues, friends, or 
relatives who may benefit from this caring ministry.

Stephen Ministry Training
Our next training session will take place in the fall of 2025. 
Currently 4 individuals have expressed an interest and 
completed applications. They will participate in an interview 
process so the Stephen Leaders can get to know them better 
and to answer any outstanding questions. Soon after the 
interviews are complete, we meet to develop the training 
schedule. If you are interested in knowing more about 
Stephen Ministry or the training, please reach out to one 
of our current leaders: Anna Armstrong, Laura Semmen or 
Cindy Zichal.
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A Stroll Down Memory Lane
Confirmation Class of 1990

Confirmation Class of 2000

Thirty-five years ago, “Hold On” 
by Wilson Phillips topped Billboard 
magazine’s list of Hot 100 songs, 
“Goodfellas” starring Robert De Niro 
was the #1 movie, and The Presbyterian 
Church of Barrington confirmed 
our class of 1990 led by Pastors John 
Schmidt and Neil MacQueen.

Twenty-five years ago, “Breathe” by 
Faith Hill topped Billboard magazine’s 
list of Hot 100 songs, “Gladiator” 
starring Russell Crowe was the #1 
movie, and The Presbyterian Church 
of Barrington confirmed our class 
of 2000, led by Pastor Curt Baxter 
and Director of Youth and Children’s 
Ministries Melissa Armstrong-Hansche.
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Elders
George Landes, Stated Clerk
Steve Alton (‘25) 
Anna Armstrong (‘25)   
Bard Boand (‘25) 
Mari Franklin (‘25)
Robert Reilly (‘25)
JC Clarke (‘26)
Ross Clover (‘26)
Debra Johnson (‘26)
PK Johnson (‘26)      
Heather Layne (‘26) 
Rich Barbour (‘27)
Bob Dick (‘27)
Molly Stine (‘27)   

2025 Deacons
Emily Dowell,  
Co-Moderator (‘26)
Bob Stine, Co-Moderator (‘26) 
Kari Blanchette (‘25)
Carol Buchta (‘25)
Nancy Currell (‘26)
Sue Dechow (‘27)
Janet Hirsch (‘25)
Rich Larson (‘26)
Margarette Schulze (‘27)
Laura Semmen (‘27)
Al Zick (‘27)	

2025 Trustees
Ron Furst, chair (‘25)
Ross Bogue (‘27)
Curt Moore (‘26)
Linda Neton (‘25) 

Mission
Habitat for Humanity – Women Build
PCB was the 1st place winner in non-corporate donations to the Women’s Build 
program this year! Yahoo! Women Build For Habitat is the biggest fundraiser of 
the year for Habitat For Humanity, and this year our affiliate, HFH-Northern Fox 
Valley, had 26 teams competing!
• There were 26 teams raising money
• Over 180 volunteers building
• Over 260 donors from all over the country
HFH-Northern Fox Valley exceeded their Women Build goal this year, raising 
$115,000 to finance the construction of new homes for low income, employed 
families who need assistance in having a safe place to live.
Our team did landscaping work at a Habitat home in Carpentersville, getting 
the home ready to close in July. The landscaping work was not simply planting 
flowers and bushes! It was heavy work, moving 100 yds of black dirt up a hill 
and spreading it around the house, removing all the erosion netting from the 
hills around the house, and mowing and weed-whacking the back and side yards. 
Thanks to everyone who participated and who generously donated money to HFH 
in the name of our team! PCB exceeded our team’s financial commitment to HFH 
by 247%. Many, many thanks to all of you!

Church Financials
As of June 30, 2025
Estimated Budget Needs: $359,780
Actual Budget Receipts: $309,999
Actual Expenditures: $321,486

From left to right: Abigail Austin,  Audrey Helminiak, Julie Steffen,  
Penny Mesenbrink, Julia Monie, Susan Thiess
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PCB Office
Location:  6 Brinker Rd., 
Barrington, IL 60010
Office Phone:  847-381-0975
Office Hours:  9 am to 2 pm  
Monday – Thursday   

August Calendar
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

1 2
8 am Men’s  
Bible Study
6:30 pm 
Triennium 
Shareholders 
Meeting

8 am AA

3 4 5 6 7 8 9
10 am Worship 
Service with 
Communion 

9 am  
Staff Meeting

7 pm  
Theology  
on Zoom

1:30 pm  
Worship Planning
3:45 pm Worship 
Committee

8 am Men’s  
Bible Study

8 am AA

10 11 12 13 14 15 16
10 am Worship 
Service
11:15 am 
Deacons Meeting

6 pm  
Personnel 
Committee
7:30 pm  
Nominations 
Committee

7 pm Education 
Teams Meeting

7 pm  
Theology on Zoom

1:30 pm  
Worship Planning
6 pm Finance 
Stewardship
7 pm Stephen 
Ministry

8 am Men’s  
Bible Study

8 am AA
12-4 pm 
Barrington Family 
Fest

17 18 19 20 21 22 23
10 am Outdoor 
Worship Service 
w/Backpack Blessing
11 am New 
Members Info
11:30 am 
Confirmation 
Mentor Training

6 pm New 
Members 
Committee

9 am  
Staff Meeting

7 pm  
Theology on Zoom

1:30 pm  
Staff Worship 
Planning
6:30 pm Men’s 
Fellowship

8 am Men’s  
Bible Study

8 am AA

24 25 26 27 28 29 30
10 am Worship 
Service with Baptism
12 pm Confirmation 
Class

7 pm Session 7 pm  
Theology on Zoom

1:30 pm  
Worship Planning
7 pm Stephen 
Ministry

8 am Men’s  
Bible Study

8 am AA

31
10 am Worship 
Service

Link to the online Calendar for current updates

Presbyterian Church of Barrington
A COMPASSIONATE COMMUNITY OF FAITH

PCB Staff
David Ezekiel  Pastor  
Patti Fugle  Office & Financial Administrator 
Kirsten Hedegaard  Director of Music
Andrew Luzwick  Organist
Nancy Arendt  Communication Coordinator 
Raechel Sowa  Director of Children, Youth  
& Family Ministries

The Carillon
Deadline for the September Carillon is 
Wednesday, August 20, 2025.

Be sure to get your submissions in 
on time to ensure publication. Please 
e-mail nancy@pcbarrington.org. If you 
have questions, contact Nancy at the 
church office.

Follow us on Social Media 

https://www.pcbarrington.org/calendar/
mailto:nancy%40pcbarrington.org?subject=
https://www.facebook.com/BarringtonPresbyterianChurch
https://www.instagram.com/pcbarrington/
https://www.youtube.com/@thepresbyterianchurchofbar673/streams

